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‘Improve 
outcomes’

• What outcomes are important?

• To teachers and schools

• To speech and language therapists

• To children with DLD

• To you as parents
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https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flookaside.fbsbx.com%2Flookaside%2Fcrawler%2Fmedia%2F%3Fmedia_id%3D1661968374098995&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2Fcategory%2FJust-For-Fun%2FSchool-Friends-1661964877432678%2F&docid=wL6R9FVUyMHN3M&tbnid=Hinfp49pP-RwAM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiW7_3n5_DkAhVLOhoKHeFgC-UQMwh_KAswCw..i&w=960&h=802&bih=692&biw=1518&q=friends&ved=0ahUKEwiW7_3n5_DkAhVLOhoKHeFgC-UQMwh_KAswCw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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‘Support at school’

• Programmes for schools

• Targeted population – those 
at risk of DLD

What is the evidence that these 
work?

Supporting Spoken 
Language in the 

Classroom (SSLiC) 
Programme



What Works Training database

:

http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/

http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/elklan-communication-friendly-settings/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/hanen-abc/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/hanen-learning-language-and-loving-it/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/i-can-early-talk/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/i-can-primary-talk/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/i-can-secondary-talk/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/i-can-working-with-under-3s/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/ncfp-slt-service-lets-interact/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/the-communication-trust-platform-3/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/talking-mats-foundation-training/
http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works-training/training-database/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk%2FImages%2FHeader%2Flogo_small.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk%2Fresources%2F&docid=itek4cIouGpVdM&tbnid=G_11al5u_d7MJM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjx64W3xJ3lAhUSKlAKHR3ODY0QMwhGKAAwAA..i&w=305&h=123&bih=647&biw=1518&q=the%20communication%20trust&ved=0ahUKEwjx64W3xJ3lAhUSKlAKHR3ODY0QMwhGKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Strategies to help at school

• Slow your rate of talking 

• Repeat verbatim -2nd chance at processing

• Visual methods to support 

• Non-verbal methods support verbal message

• Pause – 10 second rule

• Chunking

• Word order = order of action

• Avoid ambiguities or non-literal meanings





Communication Supporting 
Classrooms Observation tool

– Language learning environment ...

» Elements identified as necessary prerequisites to allow teaching and learning 
e.g. Labelling in classrooms, quiet corners

– Language learning opportunities ... 

The what of learning e.g. Small group work

– Language learning interactions  ... 

The how of learning e.g.  the ways in which staff talk with children

Dockrell, J., Bakopoulou, I., Law, J., Spencer, S., & Lindsay, G. (2015). Capturing communication supporting classrooms: The 

development of a tool and feasibility study. Child Language Teaching and Therapy, 31(3)



LL Environment



LL Opportunities • Interactive book reading

• Structured conversations

• Asking predictive questions



LL Interactions

• Use of child’s name

• At child’s level

• Natural gestures

• Signing and symbols

• Pictures and props

• Pacing and pausing

• Confirm meaning

• Open questions

• Commenting

• Choices

• Modelling, extending 
and recasting



Findings
• Across all years:

• LL Environment>LL Interactions>LL Opportunities

• LL Interactions & LL Opportunities the same across all years

• LL Environment in Reception>LL Environment in Y2
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Local authority variation



Implications

• Good classroom organisation is needed to maximise language 
development needs 

• Needs to complemented by fine tuning oral language interactions by 
adults 

• Activities to scaffold language development need to be provided in a 
regular and deliberate manner

• All school staff should fully understand, appreciate and develop 
quality use of these language learning interaction techniques
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Speech and 
Language 
Therapy

• Direct

• Indirect

• Consultative

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2F1to1therapy.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F04%2F1to1-about-3.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2F1to1therapy.ca%2Fservices%2Fspeech-therapy%2F&docid=9QQuxVnP4W9iYM&tbnid=-eqUWJm8U_Gm_M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwijw7-t7vDkAhXMTsAKHaj6DsYQMwhbKAswCw..i&w=1600&h=590&bih=692&biw=1518&q=direct%20therapy%20speech%20child&ved=0ahUKEwijw7-t7vDkAhXMTsAKHaj6DsYQMwhbKAswCw&iact=mrc&uact=8


Targets for intervention

DLD

Under-
standing 

Vocab-
ulary

Grammar

Intelligi-
bility

Social 
communi-

cation

Word 
finding



Types of intervention

• Variation in dosage

• Variation in location

• Variation in target

• Variation in type
• Manual (e.g. Strathclyde Language Intervention Programme; Hanen 

Programme; Shape Coding System)

• Approach (e.g. Visualising and Verbalising)

• Technique (e.g. Broad Target Recast; Focused Stimulation)

http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-
works/whatworkssearch.aspx

http://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/what-works/whatworkssearch.aspx


Types of intervention

• Multiple interventions

• Each has a different focus 

• Customised to child’s needs

• Evidence base is variable



Evidence based approaches to support
(Ebbels et al., 2019)

Specialist interventions

Direct SLT

Non-direct SLT

Targeted interventions

Educational 
professionals

Universal interventions
Educational professionals

High Quality Teaching ⬧ Professional Development
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